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Highlights this month 

 

¶ St Botolphôs Church, Stoke Albany, 
Northants. 

¶ Correspondence from Graham Jones, 

Philip Spencer and John McConnell. 

¶ Please make a note in your diaries of the 

societyôs ANNUAL LUNCHEON which 

will be held at the usual venue in 

Cambridge on Wednesday 24th October 

2018 at 12.30 for 1 p.m. 
 

 

Editorial  

Having been late with last monthôs issue I am a 

few hours early this month because Zina and I are 

heading to Durham tomorrow to meet our friends 

Peter and Kate Van Demark from Boston 

Massachusetts when they visit to sing with 

Berkshire Choral International Chorus and 

Durham Orchestral Players at Durham Cathedral. 

We are really looking forward to the concert and 

to meeting them as well as to visiting other friends 

in the area and having a good look at Durham 

Cathedral itself.  

 

 

Church Feature 

Stoke Albany , Northants .  

Approach:   Travelling from the south along the 

M1, take Junction 15 and then take the A45 exit to 

Northampton/Wellingborough.  At the roundabout 

take the second exit onto London Road A45.   After 

4.5 miles bear left onto the A43 Lumbertubs Way 

towards Kettering.    

 

 

After 10 miles merge onto the A14.   At Junction 4 

take the B669 to Rothwell and continue on the 

B576.   After 5 miles at the roundabout take the 

third exit onto B669 Stoke Road/Desborough 

Road.   After 2.2 miles do a jiggle right then left 

into Ashley Road and 400 yards later jiggle left 

and then right - past the war memorial to find the 

church immediately ahead of you as in the picture 

below.  There is a car park just outside the church. 

 

 
 

Location:  Lower Road, Stoke Albany, Northants 

LE16 8PZ;  Lat/Long:  52.4867, -0.8153;  NGR:  

SP805882. 

Key:           The church is normally kept locked so 

you will need to make prior arrangements for your 

visit.  

Contacts:  Churchwarden: Katherine Malin.  

Priest:  Revd Sally Hughes, 28 Rushton Road, 

Wilbarston, Market Harborough LE16 8QL.  

01536 770-998. 

Church Services:  Holy Communion:  Every 

second Sunday at 9 a.m.   Family 

Communion/Service:  Every fourth Sunday at 

10.30 a.m. 

Listed Grade:  II*  
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The map above shows the position of the church 

as a red dot with the circle representing the early 

village form.   The settlement to the south 

developed later. 

 

 
If the church site were of C7 foundation I would 

expect to see it closer to a wide stretch of water 

and further up the hill.    In C7 the green area 

shown in the map above is likely to have been 

marshy.    By the time of the Norman Conquest 

however, the rivers would have begun to silt up 

making the present site feasible. 

 

 

Stoke Albany is a pretty and quiet village and all 

the people we met were most welcoming and 

friendly. 

 

 
Some considerable time ago, the vicar, the Revd 

Sally Hughes, kindly sent me  the Rockingham 

Forest Trustôs Statement of Significance for the 

church and this, together with a yellow leaflet 

entitled A Walk Round St Botolphôs Stoke Albany 

forms the basis of much of the information I have 

used.    

 

 
Sally also sent me several photographs one of 

which is this lovely view of the church in autumn 

taken just as the sun was beginning to set. 
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The Statement tells us that the south porch has a 

Collyweston slate roof.   The side walls are 

constructed of ironstone rubble and the front face 

is white limestone ashlar.  The basic structure of 

the church is of regular coursed limestone and 

ironstone with ashlar dressings.    

Many of the buildings in Sicily and Malta where I 

have spent the last few months, are constructed in 

sandstone and limestone but they lack the colour-

contrast of the darker ironstones which I feel 

contributes greatly to the beauty of our churches. 

 

 
The sundial above the doorway is inscribed with 

the date 1741. 

 

 
The first aspect that struck me was the massive 

size of the south aisle which seemed likely to 

prove to be nearly as wide as the nave itself. 

 

 

Under the east window of the south aisle there lies 

a C13 (broken) coffin lid.    The Statement 

suggests this might originally have come from the 

tomb recess in the chancel which we will see later. 

 

 
My first triumph was to find a Mass Dial - not on 

the south porch where one usually expects them to 

be but on the south east corner of the chancel - 

which is probably the second most popular place 

for them.   I hope that seasoned readers will bear 

with me while once again I explain (for the benefit 

of new members) the purpose of these markings 

which are sometimes known as Scratch Dials. 

 

 
This is a close up of this one at Stoke Albany.   

Some churches have more than one. 

 

 
In fact Saint Botolphôs in Slapton (seen above) 

sports THREE of them, the highest of which  

would be appropriately inaccessible to small 

children.    
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When a peg is placed in the central gnomon hole 

the time is indicated from the shadow cast by the 

gnomon - as with a sundial. 

 

 
These dials were used so that the rector could 

advertise the time of next Sundayôs mass by 

putting another peg in one of the circumferential 

holes.   The Slapton dial shown above had a mass 

of holes for the rector to choose from.   I suspect 

however that the Slapton children might have been 

prone to making alterations to the service times 

without the rectorôs agreement and that this is 

perhaps why he had another dial sculpted high up 

and out of their reach.    

 

 
The Stoke Albany Mass Dial seen above has the 

remains of a few holes (identified here by the 

rings) suggesting that there might have been 

services at 8 a.m., 9 a.m., 1 p.m., and 3 p.m. - not 

all during the same week of course. 

 

 
And then I became carried away by the plethora of 

Gable Crosses sported by Stoke Albany.   It 

occurred to me that the study of such crosses could 

(and might yet) form a study of their own.   There 

are three shown above (the one on the east end of 

the south aisle does not show very clearly) and 

from left to right they are:- 

 

 
A ócross fleuryô (as in fleur-de-lys) at the east end 

of the south aisle  . . .  

 

 
 . . . and where the nave joins the chancel a 

ópierced cross crosslet.ô    

 
Classically a ócross crossletô is a cross in the form 

shown above.   In Stoke Albanyôs case there is a 

hole in the middle and so it is known as a ópierced 

cross crosslet.ô  

 


