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Highlights this month 

 

¶ Church of St Peter and St Paul (ex-St 

Botolph), Harrington, Northants. 

¶ It gives me great pleasure to welcome as 

new members: Betty West, Sally 

Brookshaw and Revd James Watson from 

Harrington; Antonella Delucchi from 

Turin, Italy and Marti Stewart from Paris:  

Revd Jackie Bullen and Jane Hogg - both 

from St Botolphôs Longthorpe;  Judy 

Doherty from Folkestone. 

¶ Correspondence from Mhairi Ellis, Jane 

Hogg, David Buxton, Sylvia and Edward 

Robertson and The Francigena Society. 

¶ Please join us at the societyôs Annual 
Luncheon at the Hilton City Hotel in 

Cambridge at 12.30 for 1 p.m. on 

Wednesday 24th October.   Further 

details will follow in a separate email. 

¶ If you fancy a trip to Folkestone this 

Wednesday 5th September  please come 

along to St Eanswytheôs Church at CT20 

1SW at 6.30 p.m. for my talk ñPrincess 

Eanswythe and Brother Botolph.ò 

 

Editorial  

 

In mid-August I had the pleasure of attending the 

University of Cambridgeôs Summer Programme 

at Selwyn College where I joined the Medieval 

Studies Course.   I would recommend this 

experience to anyone with similar interests - but it 

was hard work with lectures from early morning 

until late evening.   The two main groups of 

lectures I attended were ñThe Transformation of 

the Bookò with Dr David Rundle and ñParish 

Churchesò with Dr Frank Woodman.   I would 

have liked to have followed an alternative series 

of lectures ñIllustrated Manuscriptsò with 

Professor Michelle Brown but sadly was unable to 

do so because these would have clashed with 

ñParish Churchesò - which was my main interest.   

The courseôs plenary lectures covered the subject 

of chivalry one of the highlights of which was 

being entertained by Magnus, the collegeôs 

resident armourer, as he dressed two students in 

full sets of armour. 

 

I stayed in excellently-appointed college rooms at 

Cripps Court.   The whole week including 

accommodation and half-board cost about £1200.   

I considered the money well-spent.    I only 

attended for one week but a lot of the students 

were there for two and for many of them it had 

become part of their regular summer vacation.     

 

Church Feature 

H arrington , Northant s. 

 
 

Approach:   From Kettering find the A14 and 

head north.   After 1 mile take the second exit on 
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the roundabout and keep following the A14 to the 

north towards Harrington and Rothwell.   After 

3.9 miles take the slip road at Junction 3 and then 

the fourth exit to cross the motorway and then the 

second exit onto the Harrington Road.   Continue 

westwards towards Harrington.   After 2 miles you 

will pass Church Farm Lodge on your right and 

then the Tollemache Arms on your left.  Bear right 

along Church Lane and park on the grass verge 

outside the church. 

Location:   25 Church Lane, Harrington, 

Kettering NN6 9NX:    Lat/Long 52.417533, -

0.856954;  ;  NGR:  SP778805 

Key:           Sally Brookshaw 07729 774-032.  

Church Website 

https://www.faxtongroup.org.uk/meetings.htm 

Contacts:  Churchwardens:  Oliver Brookshaw 

and Ann Wood. 

Rector:  Revd James Watson.. 

Future  Church Services:   

16 Sep 9.30 a.m. CW Holy Communion.   

21 Oct 8 a.m. BCP Holy Communion.   

Listed Grade:  II*  

The Faxton Benefice:  Arthingworth, Draughton, 

East Farndon, Harrington, Lamport, Maidwell 

and Oxendon. 

 

 
This particular Saint Botolphôs church is at present 

masquerading under the name of St Peter and St 

Paulôs although there is no doubt that it was once 

dedicated to our saint.   

 

Zina and I were met at the church by Betty West 

and the secretary of the PCC Sally Brookshaw  

and they kindly showed us round. 

 

Betty remarked somewhat apologetically that very 

few records are available for this church - to which 

I replied that this made the prospect of researching 

it all the more exciting since it offered the 

possibility of lots to discover.    

 

 
One of the first things that captured my attention 

was the name Newbottle as applied to a nearby site 

where a village once stood.   I have discovered that 

with the passage of time Bottle and Botolph often 

become interchanged and this whetted my appetite 

but sadly I could find no Botolphian connection. 

 

As we have discussed previously, the toponymy 

of place-names containing óBotô usually derives 

from an Anglo-Saxon word meaning ódwelling.ô   

New Botl therefore means óNew Buildingsô or 

óNew Settlementô and I am afraid that we will 

have to make do with that and push the possibility 

of an alternative toponymy such as óNew 

Botolphôsô to the back of our minds!    In the 1086 

Domesday Book the name was recorded as 

Negbote.    

 

Indeed the name of Newbottle seems to bring with 

it the kiss of death since there was another village 

with the same name 33 miles to the southwest near 

Banbury and it was abandoned too.   A third 

Newbottle in the district of Tyne and Wear 

however is still alive and thriving.  

 

The next mystery to solve is that of the church 

itself.   Zina, without meaning to be rude, 

described it as a mish-mash and I find it difficult 

to disagree. 

 



3 

 

 

 
We must start with the most obvious ómishô and 

that is the tower which, rather than being in the 

middle or at the west end of the church, stands 

annexed to the south.   Although this is unusual  

there are other examples.   When there was a 

resurgence of church building just before and after 

the Norman Conquest the first choice of the 

architects of the time was to have a central tower.   

The problems with this eventually became 

evident. The base of the tower needed to be very 

thick due to the weight of the high structure.  If 

built adequately, the thick walls of the towerôs 

base blocked the view of the priest from the 

congregation, and if built inadequately the tower 

collapsed.   For either or both of these reasons 

many of the towers were removed in C13. Is this 

what happened at Harrington? 

 

One of the main clues to the churchôs early shape 

is the presence of a piscina in an unusual position 

at the front of the nave. 

 

 
It can be seen in the picture above just to the right 

of the red banner.    Its shape and style is C13 and 

its position suggests that this was the site of the 

main altar at that time.   Piscinae were almost 

always placed to the right of the altar. 

 

 
The main altar being (more or less) in the nave 

would either mean that no chancel then existed or, 

if it did, it was very foreshortened - just a simple 

sanctuary in fact. 

 

 
Some sources suggest that the church dates from 

early C14 but with a C13 piscina and records 

showing that the earliest recorded rector Henry de 

Tescoz, was installed in 1218, the date must be put 

back to c.1200. 

 

 
Based on the position of the C13 piscina it is likely 

that the nave was of similar dimensions to the 

present one but with a semi-circular or rectangular 

apse.   Why, we might ask, was the piscina not 

placed more conveniently in the walls of the apse 

itself?   One answer might be that, tucked around 

the corner, the ablutions could be carried out more 

privately.    
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Another reason might be that the apse was 

probably shorter in height than the body of the 

nave and could therefore be built with thinner 

walls but in such circumstances the walls would 

prove too thin to accommodate the piscinaôs 

sacrarium (drainage tube) which, regulations 

decreed, had to drain within the walls so that the 

holy water could not be appropriated for nefarious 

purposes.   The nearest suitable wall would be just 

round the corner in the transept. 

 

 
 

Within a century or so of the church being built, a 

new long chancel was added and, if there was a 

central tower it seems likely that it was then that it 

was removed.   Perversely, the new chancel 

possesses no piscina.    

 

There is however a ólarge high-quality remodelled 

alabaster wall monumentô to the Saunders family. 

This was installed in 1588 and occupies the sort of 

position where we could expect a piscina to be.   

Strangely the monument has not been inscribed 

with the Christian name of the Saunders in 

question but I presume it to be that of Ambrose 

Saunders who died in 1586. 

 

 
If we look in the same position outside, we can see 

that a late C13 double lancet window has been 

blocked up.   This has presumably been done to 

accommodate the Saunders memorial.   This 

observation is important for two reasons - firstly 

because it is the only window of the chancel which 

has retained its true identity in relation to the age 

of the walls and it therefore suggests that in 1588 

all the windows were of this style;  secondly its 

style pins the date of the chancel to late C13 rather 

than late C14. 

 

 
Looking inside the church again, there is an 

outside chance that in 1588 when the memorial 

was installed, a piscina was removed from this 

position - either to provide more space for the 

memorial - or because they were working on that 

part of the wall and piscinae by this time were 

redundant due to the changes in liturgy brought 

about by the comparatively recent Reformation.    
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Betty West generously provided me with copies of 

all her notes on the church and these tell us that 

the side aisles were added in C14.    

 

This had the incidental effect of exposing the C13 

piscina to a more open view as seen above.   (We 

must remember however that at this point there 

were no pews in the church since they did not 

come into use until after the Reformation). 

 

 
There must have been a massive rebuilding 

programme in C14 - the aisles were built, the 

clerestory was added and the roof was raised.    

 

 
Staying on the subject of piscinae - in late C15 or 

early C16 yet another one - this time of a óTudor 

doorwayô style, was installed in the south transept 

not far from its cousin.    

 

 
This would have been at the time when the Cult of 

the Virgin Mary was at its greatest prominence.   

The positioning of the new piscina suggests that a 

new altar dedicated to the Virgin Mary was placed 

beneath the window in the south transept and the 

piscina took its proper position at the altarôs right 

hand side.    

 


