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Highlights this month do so because these would haslashed with
APar i s h -Qhichwashng madinterest
1 Church of St Peter and St Paul (exSt Thec o u r plepady dectures covered the subject
Botolph), Harrington, Northants. of chivalry one of the highlightof which was
1 It gives me great pleasure welcomeas being entertained by Magnus, the ol | ege 6

new members: Betty West, Sally resident armourer@s he dressetivo students in
Brookshaw and Revd James Watson from  full sets of armour.
Harrington; Antonella Delucdéh from

Turin, Italy andMarti Stewart from Paris: | stayed in excellenthappointed college rooms at
Revd Jackie Bullen and Jane Hodapth Cripps Court The whole week including
from St s Boogthorpep hJady accommodation and habfard cost about £1200.
Doherty from Folkestone. | considered the money wedpent. | only

f Correspondence frorvlhairi Ellis, Jane attended for one week but a lot of the students
Hogg, David Buxton Sylvia and Edward were there for two and for many of themhid
Robertson and Therancigem Society. becomepart of their regular summer vacatio

1T Please join us at the societydos Annual
Luncheon at the Hilton City Hotel in Church Feature

Cambridge at 12.30 for 1 p.m. on
Wednesday 24th October.  Further
details will follow in a separate email I I i

1 If you fancy a trip to Folkestone this arrlngton » Northants.
Wednesday 5th Septemlreplease come
along to St Eanswyt hegdg
1SW at 6. 30 pPrimessf or
Eanswythe and Brother Botolph

m

" Harrington 5

Editorial . =

In mid-August | had the pleasure of attending the s
University of Cambridgeddq "
at Selwyn College wherejbined the Medieval
Studies Course. I would recommend this
experience to anyoneitlv similar interests but it
washard work with lectures from early morning
until late evening. The two main groups of

|l ectures [ attended wer e ion of
the Booko with Dr David R h
Churcheso with Dr Frank | d

have liked to havéollowed an alternative series

of lectures il |l |l ustrated Ma n Wgpoach: p Frend Kettevingfind the Al4 and
Professor Michelle Brown bsiadly was unable to head north Afterl miletake thesecondexit on


http://www.botolph.info/

the roundabout anleep followinghe A14 to the
north towards Harrington and Rothwell After
3.9 milegtake the slip road at Junction 3 and then
the fourth exit to cross the motorway and then the
second exit onto the Harrington Road.orinue
westwards towards Harrington. After 2 miles you
will pass Church Farm Lodge on your right and
thenthe Tollemabe Arms on your lefBear right
along Church Laneand park on the grass verge
outside the church.

Location: 25 Church Lane, Harringtan
KetteringNN6 9NX: Lat/Long 52.417533,
0.856954; ; NGR: SP7885

Key: Sally Brookshaw 0772B74-032.
Church Website
https://www.faxtongroup.org.uk/meetings.htm
Contacts Churchwardens Oliver Brookshaw
and Ann Wood.

Rector: Revd James Watson.

Future Church Services:

16 Sep9.30 a.m. CW Holy Communion.

21 Oct 8 a.m. BCP Holy Communion.

Listed Grade: II*

The Faxton Benefice:Arthingworth,Draughton,
East Farndon,Harrington, Lamport, Maidwell
andOxendon.
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Thi s Saint

particul ar
masquerading under the name of St Peter and St Newbottle in the district of Tyne and Wear

Paul 6s although there

dedicated to our saint.

Zina and | were met at the church by Betty West
and the secretary of the PC&ally Brookshaw
and they kindly showed us round.

B ®anburyruid Gt swagalbaddoredioo. | A thard

I Boweéver is 8ti alive aind thiiviad. 1t

Betty remarked somewhat apologetically that very
few records are available for this chur¢h which

| replied that this made the prospect of researching
it all the more exciting since it offered the
possibility of lots to discover.

0 6000 feet

0 2000 metres

Newhbottle @

Harrington

Q) shrunken settlement

= medieval parish boundary

deserted medieval settlement

— medieval estate boundary

One of the firstthings that captured my attention
was thenameNewbottleas applied tanearbysite
where a village once stood have discovered that
with the passage of tinteottle and Botolphoften
becomeénterchange@nd this whetted my appetite
but sadly | couldind no Botolphian connection.

As we have discussed previouslige ttoponymy

of placenamescontainingd B ousudlly derives

from an AngleSaxon wordme ani ng o6dwel
New Botlt her ef ore means ONev
ANew Settlemeritand | am afraid that & will

have to make do with that and push the possibility

of an alternative topon
Bot ol phdsd to t hirethedGB& k o f
Domesday Book the namwas recordedas
Negbote.

Indeed the name dfewbottleseems to bring with
it the kiss of death sindbere wasnother village

with the same nant&3 miles to the southwest near
pr e

was oI
The net mysteryto solveis that of the church

itself. Zina, without meaning to be rude,
described it as mishmashand | find it difficult

to disagree.



We must start with the
that is the tower which, rather than being in the
middle or at the west end of the church, stands
annexed to the south. Although this is unusual
there are other examples.When here was a
resurgence of church building just before aftdr

the Norman Conquesthe first choice of the
architects of the time was to have a central tower.
The problems with this eventually became
evident The base of the towemeeded to be very
thick due to the weight of the high structurk.
built adequately, He thick walls oft he t owe
base blocked the view of thepriest from the
congregationand if built inadequately the tower
collapsed. For either or both of these reasons
many of the towers were removed in C13. Is this
whathappenedt Harrington?

One of the mainclueso t he churché
is the presence of a piscina in an unusual position
at the front of the nave.

It can be seen in the pictuabove just to the right

of the red banner. Its shape and style is C13 and
its position suggests that this was #ie of the
main altar at that time. Piscinae werealmost
always placed to the right of the altar.

The main altar being (more or less) in the nave
would e&therm an thabo chancel then exgsted or

if"t d%i it was eYy fo?eghgrtened]xblst% rﬂple

sanctuary in fact.

Not to scale

Apse

Massive base
of central tower.
(which would have

had central arches).

Piscina
Cl3

S

Some sourcesuggesthat he churchdatesfrom

early Cl4but with a C13 piscinaand records
showing thathe earliest recorded rectidenry de
Tescozwasinstalled in1218,the datenustbe put
back toc.1200.

Based on thposition of the C13 piscinais likely
that the nag was of similar dimensions to the
present one but with a sewircular or rectangular
apse. Why, we might ask, was the piscina not
placed more conveniently in the walls of the apse
itself? One answemight be that, tucked around
the corner, the ablutions could ¢eried oumore
privately.



Another reason might be that the aps@s
probably shorterin heightthan thebody of the
nave andcould thereforebe built with thinner
walls but in such circumstances the walls would
prove too thin to accommodaté h e
sacrarium (drainage tube) which, regulations
decreed, had to draimithin the walls so that the
holy water could not bappropriated for nefarious
purposes The nearest suitable walould bejust
round the corner in the transept.

Within a century or so of the church beinglt, a
new long chancelvasadded andif there was a
central toweit seemdikely that it waghenthatit
was removed. Pervasely, the new chancel
possesseso piscina.

There is
al abaster wall
Thiswas installed in 1588 and occupies the sort of
position where we could expect a piscina to be.

pi sci

If we lookin the same positiooutside, we can see
that a late Cl3loublelancet windw has been
blocked up This has psumablybeen dondo
accommodate the Saunders memorial. This
observatioris important for two reasonsfirstly
becausd is the only window of the chancel which
has retained its true identity in relation to Hyge
of thewalls and it thereforesuggests that in 1588
all the windows were of this style; secondly it
stylepins the date of the chancel to late C13 rather
thanlate C14.

h o w equadity rensodetied a r d-@oking iingithe the church agaithere is a
mo n uilpne n t dutsidechanck that $ 988 dhen tpeenfonam

was installed, a piscinavas removedrom this
position - either to provide more space for the

Strangely the monument has not been inscribed memorial- or because they were working on that

with the Christian name of the Saunders in
question but | presume 6 bethat of Ambrose
Saunders who died in 1586.

part of the wall and piscinae by this time were
redundant due to the changes in liturgy brought
about ly thecomparatively receriReformation.



Betty West generouslyrovidedmewith copies of
all her notes on the church aridese tell us that
the side aislewere added in C14.

This had thancidentaleffect of exposinghe C13
piscina to a more open view as seen abop&e
must remembehoweverthat at this pointhere
were no pews in the churckince they did not
come into useintil after the Reformation).

Not to scale

Late C13 Chancel
& Cl4 rood screen

C14 aisles & clerestory
=

C15-16 Piscina

C15 conversion
to Lady Chapel

C14 Porch
Cl14-15

There must have beem massive rebuilding
programmein C14 - the aisles were builtthe
clerestory was added atttke roof was raised

Staying on the subject of piscinam late C15 or
early C16 yet anothane-t hi s ti me of
d o o r wa ywas irsstallgd irethe south transept
not far from itscousin.

This would have been at the time when the Cult of
the Virgin Mary was at its greatest prominence.
The positioning of th@ewpiscina suggests that a
new altar dedicated to the Virgin Mary was placed
beneath the window in the south transapd the

piscina took itproperposi t i on at t he

hand side.



